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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
PROVIDING INTEGRATED LOW POWER 

SELF-SUPPLY IN SWITCHED MODE 
POWER SUPPLIES 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to sWitched-mode power 
supplies. More particularly, the present invention relates to 
a device and method for providing a regulated self-supply 
poWer source for sWitched-mode poWer supplies. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Most modern electronic devices employ sWitched-mode 
poWer supplies due to the high poWer ef?ciency and smaller 
physical siZe of these types of poWer supplies. SWitched 
mode poWer supplies are also advantageous in that these 
supplies can provide regulated output voltages having mag 
nitudes higher or loWer than the unregulated input supply, 
and also provide multiple outputs of differing voltage mag 
nitudes. 

SWitched-mode supply designs are varied, and one of the 
most common designs is the so-called ?yback poWer supply. 
One typical ?yback poWer supply includes, in addition to the 
general circuitry, an auxiliary circuit Which is used to supply 
operational poWer to the poWer supply controller circuitry. 

There are various Weaknesses associated With the use of 
an auxiliary circuit to supply the controller. First, the aux 
iliary circuit adds cost and complexity. Second, it adds siZe 
to the overall poWer supply circuit due to the added bulk of 
the auxiliary Winding and its associated components. Third, 
the auxiliary Winding voltage Will vary With the supply 
operating conditions. And last, the auxiliary circuit doesn’t 
provide suf?cient operating poWer if the poWer supply 
output is ever overloaded. 

Of course, other poWer supply designs, in addition to the 
?yback design just described, also employ auxiliary circuits. 
These other poWer supply designs suffer the same Weak 
nesses associated With the use of the auxiliary circuit, as the 
?yback design. 

Another ?yback poWer supply design alleviates the need 
for the auxiliary circuit. This design includes an integrated 
self-supply circuit for providing operational poWer to, 
among other circuitry, the controller circuit. With this 
design, a poWer source, such as a constant current source, is 
selectively connected to charge a capacitor at a predeter 
mined frequency, to a predetermined voltage threshold, and 
a duty cycle that varies With loading conditions. This opera 
tion is controlled by an oscillator operating at a frequency 
that is typically betWeen 20 kHZ and 150 kHZ. The oscillator 
frequency is set such that the capacitor discharges only a feW 
millivolts, typically around 10 to 50 millivolts. This fairly 
tight line regulation provides for a robust analog circuit 
design. 

Although the above-described design provides a robust 
design, there are also Weaknesses associated With this 
design. One Weakness is that the oscillator frequency is set 
high enough for undesirable electromagnetic interference 
(EMI) emissions to occur from the poWer supply. Also, 
signi?cant poWer dissipation occurs With this design because 
of sWitching losses, Which are proportional to operating 
frequency. This method also requires additional circuitry to 
prevent an overvoltage condition due to its ?xed, high 
frequency operation and minimum duty cycle due to delays. 

Thus, there is a need in the art for a device that dynami 
cally utiliZes poWer from the primary side of a sWitched 
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2 
mode poWer supply to supply poWer to the poWer supply’s 
primary side controller Without requiring the need for an 
auxiliary Winding and associated circuitry and the inherent 
draWbacks discussed above. There is also a need for such a 
device that does not require such tight line regulation and 
therefore does not require a high frequency oscillator and 
high frequency operation of the poWer management sWitch, 
as Well as the cost of additional circuitry. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a functional schematic diagram of a sWitched 
mode poWer supply With an integrated self-supply circuit 
according to the present invention; 

FIG. 2 depicts various Waveforms associated With the 
integrated self-supply circuit depicted in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of one example of a 
comparator circuit usable With the present invention; and 

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of one example of a 
controllable poWer source usable With the present invention. 

DETAIL DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Abasic functional schematic diagram of a sWitched-mode 
poWer supply 10 according to the present invention is shoWn 
in FIG. 1. The poWer supply 10 includes a primary circuit 
portion 20, a secondary circuit portion 30, and a self-supply 
poWer controller 40. 

The primary circuit portion 20 includes a direct current 
(DC) poWer source 22 and a primary inductive Winding 24. 
The DC poWer source 22 is depicted, for simplicity, as being 
a general DC poWer source. HoWever, it is typically a 
full-Wave rectifying circuit having an alternating current 
(AC) input and a ?ltered DC output. The skilled artisan Will 
appreciate that numerous sources, devices, and methods can 
be used to implement the depicted DC poWer source 22. The 
primary inductive Winding 24 is connected at one end to the 
DC poWer source 22, and at the other end to the self-supply 
poWer controller 40. 

The secondary circuit portion 30 includes a secondary 
inductive Winding 32, a recti?er 34, a ?lter capacitor 36, and 
a feedback circuit 38. The secondary inductive Winding 32 
is arranged proximate the primary inductive Winding 24 to 
provide coupling betWeen the Windings. The recti?er 34, 
Which is connected to one end of the secondary inductive 
Winding 32, ensures current ?oWs in a single direction from 
the secondary circuit output. Although depicted as a single 
diode, the skilled artisan Will appreciate that recti?er 34 
could be con?gured as multiple diodes. The ?lter capacitor 
36 smooths the DC voltage Waveform at the output of the 
secondary circuit portion 30. The feedback circuit 38 sends 
a feedback signal to the self-supply poWer controller 40. The 
purpose of the feedback signal Will be further discussed 
beloW. The feedback circuit 38 is depicted as a block since 
it could take various forms. For example, the feedback 
circuit could include an opto-coupler, or any other device 
that provides electrical isolation betWeen the secondary 
circuit portion 30 and the self-supply poWer controller 40. 
The self-supply poWer controller 40 includes a control 

lable poWer source 42, a comparator circuit 44, a capacitor 
46, a controller 48, a poWer sWitch 52, and a reference 
supply voltage 56. A portion of the self-supply poWer 
controller is depicted as being incorporated into an inte 
grated circuit (IC) package having 4 pins, P1—P4. This is 
only illustrative of one embodiment for carrying out the 
present invention. The skilled artisan Will appreciate that the 
self-supply poWer controller 40 could be implemented using 
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individual components, or combinations of components and 
IC packages. However, it should be appreciated that one of 
the advantages of the present invention is that, if the 
self-supply poWer controller 40 is implemented as shoWn, 
the single IC package requires only four external pin con 
nections. 

The controllable poWer source 42 includes in input ter 
minal 43, an output terminal 45, and a control terminal 47. 
The input terminal 43 is electrically coupled to the primary 
inductive Winding 24, the output terminal 45 is electrically 
coupled to the capacitor 46, and the control terminal 47 is 
electrically coupled to an output of the comparator circuit 
44. The controllable poWer source 42 is con?gured such that 
it selectively supplies poWer to the output terminal 45 in 
response to a signal on the control terminal 47. Thus, since 
the output terminal 45 is electrically connected to the 
capacitor 46, the controllable poWer source 42, in turn, 
selectively charges the capacitor 46. Moreover, because the 
capacitor 46 is also connected to an operational voltage 
supply line 54, the voltage potential on the operational 
voltage supply line 54 Will be the same as the voltage 
potential across the capacitor 46. 
As just noted, the control terminal 47 of the controllable 

poWer source 46 is connected to the output of the comparator 
circuit 44. The comparator circuit 44 further includes an 
input connected to the operational voltage supply line 54, 
and another input connected to at least one reference voltage 
supply 56. The comparator circuit 44, via its output, controls 
the How of poWer from the controllable poWer source 42 to 
the capacitor 46. 

Speci?cally, the comparator 44 is con?gured such that it 
causes the controllable poWer source 42 to be electrically 
connected to, and thus charge, the capacitor 46, Whenever 
the voltage magnitude of the operational voltage supply line 
54 is less than or equal to a ?rst voltage magnitude, or is 
increasing from a magnitude less than or equal to the ?rst 
voltage magnitude toWard a second voltage magnitude. The 
comparator circuit 44 further causes the controllable poWer 
source 42 to be electrically disconnected from the capacitor 
46 Whenever the voltage magnitude of the operational 
voltage supply line 54 is greater than or equal to the ?rst 
voltage magnitude, or is decreasing from a magnitude 
greater than or equal to the ?rst voltage magnitude toWard 
the second voltage magnitude. 

The controller 48 receives the feedback signal from the 
feedback circuit 38, and controls the sWitching operation of 
the poWer sWitch 52 on the basis of the feedback signal. 
Speci?cally, the controller 48 determines the duty cycle of 
the poWer sWitch 52 that, in turn, controls the periodicity of 
main current ?oW through the primary inductive Winding 24. 
The periodicity of the current ?oW through the primary 
inductive Winding controls the current How in the secondary 
inductive Winding 32 and thus the output voltage magnitude, 
as is Well-knoWn in the art. The skilled artisan Will appre 
ciate that the controller 48 can be implemented in any one 
of several con?gurations knoWn in the art; hoWever, the 
controller 48 is typically a pulse Width modulator (PWM) 
controller. 

Having generally described the poWer supply circuit 10, 
an operational description of the self-supply poWer control 
ler 40 Will noW be provided. Reference should be made to 
FIGS. 1 and 2, as necessary. 

When the poWer supply is initially energiZed, at time to, 
the capacitor 46 has no stored charge and, therefore, the 
voltage magnitude of the operational voltage supply line 54 
is Zero. Thus, the comparator circuit 44 output 47 is high, as 
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4 
indicated by comparator circuit output Waveform 62 in FIG. 
2, Which causes the controllable poWer source 42 to be 
electrically connected to the capacitor 46. Thus, the control 
lable poWer source 42 supplies current to charge the capaci 
tor 46, Which increases the magnitude of the voltage poten 
tial on the operational voltage supply line 54. This increase 
is depicted by the operational voltage supply line magnitude 
Waveform 64 in FIG. 2. 

The operational voltage supply line magnitude 64 con 
tinues to increase until time t1, When it reaches the second 
voltage magnitude. At time t1, the comparator output Wave 
form 62 goes loW, thus electrically disconnecting the con 
trollable poWer source 42 from the capacitor 46. Therefore, 
the operational voltage supply line magnitude 64 decreases 
due to poWer that is dissipated by the various circuit com 
ponents Within the self-supply poWer supply controller 40, 
Which causes the capacitor 46 to discharge. 

The variable voltage supply line magnitude 64 continues 
to decrease until time t2, When it reaches the ?rst voltage 
magnitude. At time t2, the comparator circuit output Wave 
form 62 goes high once again, thus electrically connecting 
the controllable poWer source 42 to the capacitor 46. As a 
result, the operational voltage supply line magnitude 64 
increases, as the capacitor 46 again charges. Then, at time t3, 
When the voltage supply line magnitude 64 once again 
reaches the second voltage magnitude, the comparator cir 
cuit output Waveform 62 goes loW, electrically disconnect 
ing the controllable poWer source from the capacitor 46. 
The above-described cycle continuously repeats until 

poWer is removed from the input of the primary circuit 
portion 20. The periodicity of the cycle is controlled by the 
value of the capacitor 46, the self-supply poWer controller 40 
current, and the poWer sWitch 52 frequency and duty cycle. 
The periodicity of the cycle is in?uenced by the poWer 
sWitch 52 because the self-supply poWer controller 40 does 
not supply poWer While the poWer sWitch is conducting the 
primary current. 

The controllable poWer source 42 and the comparator 
circuit 44 are depicted in FIG. 1 as functional blocks. This 
is because, as the skilled artisan Will fully appreciate, there 
are numerous and varied Ways of implementing these cir 
cuits. FIG. 3 depicts one such non-limiting eXemplary circuit 
design for implementing the comparator circuit 44 function 
ality. Additionally, FIG. 4 depicts a single non-limiting 
eXample of a circuit design for implementing the control 
lable poWer source 42 functionality. For completeness, each 
of these circuit designs Will noW be brie?y discussed. 
The circuit 70 illustrated in FIG. 3 includes ?rst 72 and 

second 74 comparators. The ?rst comparator 72 has its 
inverting input connected to a voltage divider netWork 76, 
and its non-inverting input electrically connected to the 
reference voltage source 56. Conversely, the second com 
parator 64 has its non-inverting input connected to the 
voltage divider netWork 76, and its inverting input con 
nected to the reference voltage source 56. Additionally, the 
output of each comparator 72, 74 is connected to a logic 
circuit, Which, in the depicted embodiment is a set-reset 
(S/R) latch 78. Speci?cally, the output of the ?rst comparator 
72 is connected to the SET (S) input of the latch 78, and the 
output of the second comparator 74 is connected to the 
RESET (R) input of the latch 78. The skilled artisan Will 
appreciate that other logic circuits could be used to imple 
ment the same functionality served by the latch 78. 
The voltage divider netWork 76 is connected betWeen the 

operational voltage supply line 54 and a reference potential 
(or ground). The values of the resistors in the voltage divider 
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network 76 (depicted as R1, R2, and R3 for convenience) are 
chosen so that the output of the ?rst comparator 72 is high 
When the voltage magnitude at anode 82 is less than or equal 
to the ?rst voltage magnitude, and the output of the second 
comparator 74 is high When the voltage magnitude at node 
a 84 is greater than or equal to the second voltage magnitude. 

Thus, When the voltage magnitude of the operational 
voltage supply line 54 is such that the voltage magnitude at 
node 82 is less than or equal to the ?rst voltage magnitude, 
the latch 78 Will be set, providing a high output to the 
controllable poWer source 42 control terminal 47. As a 
result, the controllable poWer source 42 is electrically con 
nected to, and thus charges, the capacitor 46, and the voltage 
magnitude of the operational voltage supply line 54 
increases. When the voltage magnitude of the operational 
voltage supply line 54 increases to the point Where the 
voltage magnitude at node 84 equals the second voltage 
magnitude, the latch 78 is reset, providing a loW to the 
controllable poWer source 42 control terminal 47. Thus, the 
controllable poWer source 42 is electrically disconnected 
from the capacitor 46, and the voltage magnitude of the 
operational voltage supply line 54 decreases. 

Turning noW to FIG. 4, an exemplary design for the 
controllable poWer source 42 functionality Will noW be 
discussed. This exemplary circuit design includes ?rst 102, 
second 104, and third 106 transistor devices, a biasing 
resistor 108, and a current limiting circuit 112. Preferably, 
the ?rst transistor 102 is a junction ?eld effect transistor 
(JFET), While the second 104 and third 106 transistors are 
metal-oxide semiconductor FETs (MOSFETs). The ?rst 102 
and second 104 transistors are con?gured, as is knoWn in the 
art, as a constant current source, by virtue of the current 
limiting circuit 112. Thus, When third transistor 106 is turned 
off, by a loW output from the comparator circuit 44, a 
constant current is provided to the capacitor 46 through the 
current limiting circuit 112. Conversely, When the third 
transistor 106 is turned on, by a high output from the 
comparator circuit 44, no current ?oWs to the capacitor 46, 
and the capacitor 46 begins discharging. The current limiting 
circuit 112 acts to regulate the voltage on the control 
terminal of second transistor 104 in order to establish a 
constant current through second transistor 104. 

Again, as previously stated, the depicted and above 
described circuit designs for implementing the comparator 
circuit 44 and the controllable poWer source 42 functions are 
merely examples of the numerous and varied circuit designs 
for implementing these functions. The present invention is in 
no Way intended to be limited to these speci?c circuit 
designs. 

With the present invention, the operational voltage supply 
line 54 is not as tightly regulated as in convention self 
supply circuits. For example, rather than regulating the 
operational voltage supply line 54 to Within 10 mV, the 
operational voltage supply line 54 may vary by as much as 
1 V or more. This variation is controlled by selecting the 
appropriate magnitude difference betWeen the ?rst and sec 
ond voltage magnitudes. 

Several advantages are realiZed from the present inven 
tion. First, because the voltage supply line is not tightly 
regulated, much less poWer is dissipated by the self-supply 
poWer controller 40 overall, since the controllable poWer 
source 42 does not supply poWer to charge the capacitor 46 
at high frequencies as With conventional supplies. And 
second, if the controller 48 is a PWM-type controller, the 
oscillator Within the PWM controller can be implemented as 
a voltage controlled oscillator (VCO), having the opera 
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tional voltage supply line 54 as an input. Thus, the oscillator 
frequency sWeeps over a limited range around a central 
oscillation frequency, Which spreads the energy spectrum 
With respect to frequency and thus reduces the emission of 
any electromagnetic interference (EMI) emissions there 
from. The VCO sWeep rate can be controlled by selecting the 
appropriate siZe for the capacitor 46. Thus, as an additional 
advantage, this implementation requires no additional com 
ponents to complete the VCO. 

While preferred embodiments of the present invention 
have been illustrated in detail, it is apparent that modi?ca 
tions and adaptations of the preferred embodiments Will 
occur to those skilled in the art. HoWever, it Will be expressly 
understood that such modi?cations and adaptations are 
Within the spirit and scope of the present invention as set 
forth in the folloWing claims. 
We claim: 
1. A method of regulating voltage on an operational 

voltage supply line in a sWitched-mode poWer supply self 
supply controller, comprising: 

selectively routing a primary current to the operational 
voltage supply line to cycle the operational voltage 
supply line betWeen a ?rst voltage magnitude and a 
second voltage magnitude. 

2. A method of regulating voltage on an operational 
voltage supply line in a sWitched-mode poWer supply self 
supply controller according to claim 1, Wherein the ?rst 
voltage magnitude is less than the second voltage magni 
tude. 

3. A method of regulating voltage on an operational 
voltage supply line in a sWitched-mode poWer supply self 
supply controller according to claim 2, further comprising: 

coupling the poWer source to the operational voltage 
supply line in response to the voltage magnitude of the 
operational voltage supply line decreasing to a magni 
tude that is equal to or less than the ?rst voltage 
magnitude. 

4. A method of regulating voltage on an operational 
voltage supply line in a sWitched-mode poWer supply self 
supply controller according to claim 2, further comprising: 

decoupling the poWer source from the operational voltage 
supply line in response to the voltage magnitude of the 
operational voltage supply line increasing to a magni 
tude that is equal to or greater than the second voltage 
magnitude. 

5. A method of regulating voltage on an operational 
voltage supply line in a sWitched-mode poWer supply self 
supply controller according to claim 1, further comprising: 

supplying operational voltage to circuitry Within the self 
supply controller from the operational voltage supply 
line. 

6. A method of regulating voltage on an operational 
voltage supply line in a sWitched-mode poWer supply self 
supply controller according to claim 1, Wherein the opera 
tional voltage supply line is electrically coupled to an energy 
storage device. 

7. A self-supply poWer controller for a sWitched-mode 
poWer supply, comprising: 

a comparator circuit; 
an operational voltage supply line coupled to an input of 

said comparator circuit; and 
a controllable poWer source coupled to an output of said 

comparator circuit, said controllable poWer source 
being controlled by said comparator circuit to be selec 
tively electrically coupled to said operational voltage 
supply line to cycle the operational voltage supply line 
betWeen a ?rst voltage magnitude and a second voltage 
magnitude. 
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8. A self-supply power controller for a sWitched-mode 
poWer supply according to claim 7, further comprising: 

an energy storage device coupled betWeen said opera 
tional voltage supply line and a reference potential. 

9. A self-supply poWer controller for a sWitched-mode 
poWer supply according to claim 8, Wherein said energy 
storage device comprises a capacitor. 

10. A self-supply poWer controller for a sWitched-mode 
poWer supply according to claim 7, Wherein said control 
lable poWer source comprises a constant current source. 

11. A self-supply poWer controller for a sWitched-mode 
poWer supply according to claim 7, Wherein the ?rst voltage 
magnitude is less than the second voltage magnitude. 

12. A self-supply poWer controller for a sWitched-mode 
poWer supply according to claim 11, Wherein said compara 
tor circuit causes said controllable poWer source to be 
coupled to said operational voltage supply line in response 
to the voltage magnitude of said operational voltage supply 
line decreasing to a magnitude that is equal to or less than 
the ?rst voltage magnitude. 

13. A self-supply poWer controller for a sWitched-mode 
poWer supply according to claim 11, Wherein said compara 
tor circuit causes said controllable poWer source to be 
decoupled from said operational voltage supply line in 
response to the voltage magnitude of said operational volt 
age supply line increasing to a magnitude that is equal to or 
greater than the ?rst voltage magnitude. 

14. A self-supply poWer controller for a sWitched-mode 
poWer supply according to claim 7, further comprising: 

a controller including a feedback input connection; and 
a controllable sWitching device coupled to an output of 

said controller. 
15. A self-supply poWer controller for a sWitched-mode 

poWer supply according to claim 14, Wherein said controller 
is a pulse Width modulator (PWM) controller. 

16. A self-supply poWer controller for a sWitched-mode 
poWer supply according to claim 14, Wherein said control 
lable sWitching device is a MOSFET. 

17. A self-supply poWer controller for a sWitched-mode 
poWer supply according to claim 14, Wherein said opera 
tional voltage supply line supplies operational voltage to at 
least said comparator circuit and said controller. 

18. An integrated circuit (IC) for use in regulating a 
sWitched-mode poWer supply, said IC being contained 
Within an IC package including at least a sWitching pin, a 
reference potential pin, an operational voltage supply pin, 
and a feedback pin, said IC comprising: 

a controllable poWer source circuit including an input 
coupled to said sWitching pin; 

a controller including at least a feedback connection 
coupled to said feedback pin; 

a controllable sWitching device coupled to an output of, 
said controller and being controlled by said controller 
to selectively couple said sWitching pin to said refer 
ence potential pin; and 

a comparator circuit including an input coupled to said 
operational voltage supply pin and an output coupled to 
a control terminal of said controllable poWer source 
circuit, Wherein said comparator circuit controls said 
controllable poWer source circuit to selectively couple 
an output of said controllable poWer source circuit to 
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said operational voltage supply pin to cycle said opera 
tional voltage supply pin betWeen a ?rst voltage mag 
nitude and a second voltage magnitude. 

19. An integrated poWer supply controller operating from 
a supply voltage on a supply line, comprising: 

a control circuit having an output for sWitching a primary 
current to develop an output voltage at a node; and 

a comparator for comparing the supply voltage to a 
reference voltage for routing the primary current to 
charge the supply line to a second voltage, Wherein the 
supply line discharges to a ?rst voltage through the 
integrated poWer supply controller. 

20. The integrated poWer supply controller of claim 19, 
further comprising: 

a ?rst pin; and 

a sWitch coupled to the ?rst pin for sWitching the primary 
current in response to a sWitching signal produced by 
the control circuit. 

21. The integrated poWer supply controller of claim 20, 
Wherein the comparator has an output for producing a 
comparison signal, further comprising a controllable poWer 
source operating in response to the comparison signal and 
coupled to the ?rst pin for routing the primary current to the 
supply line. 

22. The integrated poWer supply controller of claim 21, 
Wherein the controllable poWer source includes a current 
limiter for limiting the magnitude of the primary current 
through the controllable poWer source. 

23. The integrated poWer supply controller of claim 22, 
further comprising a second pin coupled to the supply line 
for providing a capacitance. 

24. The integrated poWer supply controller of claim 23, 
further comprising a third pin for coupling a feedback signal 
from the node to an input of the controller. 

25. A method of regulating an output voltage, comprising: 
driving a sWitch With a controller to develop the output 

voltage at a node; 
turning off the sWitch to charge a supply line from a ?rst 

voltage magnitude to a second voltage magnitude With 
the primary current; and 

discharging the supply line from the second voltage 
magnitude to the ?rst voltage magnitude through the 
controller. 

26. The method of claim 25, further comprising coupling 
a feedback signal to the controller to maintain a magnitude 
of the output voltage. 

27. The method of claim 25, Wherein turning off includes: 
voltage dividing a supply voltage on the supply line to 

produce a divided voltage; 
comparing the divided voltage to a reference voltage to 

produce a comparison signal; and 
routing the primary current to the supply line With the 

comparison signal to charge the supply line. 
28. The method of claim 27, Wherein driving includes 

conducting a primary current from a ?rst pin through the 
sWitch, and routing the primary current to the supply line 
includes routing the primary current from the ?rst pin 
through a controllable poWer source to the supply line. 

* * * * * 


